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Once batk on American soil
" in mid-1962, Lee Harvey ‘Oswald
- began drifting about from place
. to place and job to job, trailing
< an image of a rabblerouser and
.. unreformed Marxist.

. After a fling at passing out
> “Fair Play for Cuba” literatute
- on New Orleans street corners,
- he finally settled down in Dal-
las.

He landed a job with the

~ and rented a room in town,

- ¢hild,

Oswai. was home after 214
years iii Russia, -How he man-
aged his international travels 50"
. easily, returning home with a

!> Russian bride, has opened the

}‘ pates to a “tiood of speculation
¢+ by Edward Ellis Smith.

Smith, 42, of 1849 Webster st.,

Palo Alto, is a former U.S. se-
. curity-intelligence officer with
. service in the Army, State De-

partment and Central Intclh-

gence Agency. -
In his career, he has spent
*~al years in Moscow, speaks

. ~gian fluently and was the

i"‘st full-time State Department

security officer of the Ameri-
can Embassy in Moscow.
TRAINED AGENT

Smith -has concluded from the

. known facts of Oswald’s life

: from 1950 to 1963 that the ac-

- cused assassin of President John

 F. Krnnedy was a trained Soviet

agent. i

He does not belleve,“hawever,

that the dastardly act was com-
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Edward Ellis: Smith, former
Army, State Department and
Central . Intclligence -Agency
(CIA) security-intellizenca of- -
ficer, belleves accused assas--
sin Lee Harvey Oswald was
a trained .Soviet agent, al-’
Ahough not acting on orders

* kT k. Kk

' Texas School Book Deposltory,j

;- commuting to the suburbs on|believes
: weckends to visit his wife and was routine and that it proved
' «extremely frustratmg to’ him.

“Smith, ‘who is not ]aclung in
knowlcdge of undercover work,
Oswald's assignment

Oswald was in a hurry. He de-
manded action.

Smith has little doubt, either,
‘that Oswald was mentally un-
balanced, probably a schizoid
personality — a typoe not unusu-
al in undercover work.

Oswald went to Dallas, near
the center of many space and
defense installations, perhaps to

“service a. dead: drop,” Smith
believes. A “dead drop” is a
place — sometimes a rock, a

hook on a crowded public libra.,
ry - shelf or a post office box
registered under an ahas.

Other agents, perhaps wonk-
ing in the defense and space in-
stallations, forwarded informa-!
Itmn to the ““dead drop” serv-
iced by Oswald. He in turn
passed it on' elsewhere, Smith'
speculates. . I
, FALSE, NAME
He "observes Oswald main-
|tained'a post: office box in Dal-
‘las under thtalias. “*A. Hidell,”,

mitted on orde;ﬁ of the Krem-
““ f-t*’ 'r‘"'(

.Very snme bost ofﬂce boit tha‘t

gan to take shape before he|

.{mother, to a conservative Tex~

VleWs of a securn‘y expert’

: :when he shot President” Joh ;

F. Kennedy.

In the last of a serics of ex-
clusive articles in today’s -
Times, Smith speculates on
Oswald’s esplonage assign-
ment after returning to the
United States from Russia.

"k * * *

a mail-order nfle was bent from
Chicago.

In order to operate without
detection, Oswald had to have;
a ‘“‘cover.” According.to Smith'
that *cover” or “legend build-_
ing,” as the Russians call it, be-}

left the Soviet Union,
It began to take shape when'
Oswald  wrote letters to his|

as senator and to the secretary:
of the Navy, expressing dis-
satisfaction with life in the So-
viet Union and a desire to re-
turn to the place of his birth.

But once he arrived, Oswald |
‘immediately began gwmg the |
impression he was *“nutty as a|
fruitcake . . . a rabblerouseri

. a drifter . . . a nut.” This:
‘was part of lus "cbver," Smith.+
helieves. : ]

Oswald must have come un-|
der FBI scrutiny on his return:
in mid-1962, Smith assumes. It
is possible Oswald was subject
to federal prosecution for using
‘a pretext to get out of the Ma-
rines ‘in 1959, for passing mili-
tary mformatlon to the Russiansvl

orit
ner

4“’73 el hi

whed Kb
z;n nagsnart

port,
rolee, to an.FBl agenr cvery. .

NO PROSECUTION ~ ~
All these things he did, ac-

cording to Smith, but the Jus.
tice Department, headed by
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy,'

did not prosecute
Smith further assumes the«

FBI was satisfied Oswald was-
1some Kkind of “nut,”” whc a«lé
not warrant a 24-hour

Coalt
However, he was requirea .v res
much like a prison pa-

six months for an interview. He

carried the name of a Dalias

|FBI agent in his notebook;

1Smith recalls. .

Time wore on and Oswald b04
icame more and more impaticnt
with his passive rolc. He grew
resentful, He. probably ..adn't
heard from his superivis . &
|long time, He began to fr-
nored. He had to do somc g
about it.

Smith says it is not unu:..al
for undercover agents to gm\v
impatient.

“When Oswald’s impatienc e\
gol the best of him, he dashed!
oft to Mexico City, Soviet agenxsl
are_taught pever to contact Rus-

Tt was to' “A:" Hidell” and that nd for claiming he had never'sﬂm embassles’ or consulates m
swornt alleglance - to| another&iw country m -which they'are
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